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away from the bus and allowing the 
Riders to escape before the bus was 
completely engulfed. 

The Freedom Riders never made it to 
their destination of New Orleans. But 
they achieved their objective. Attorney 
General Robert Kennedy ordered that 
the Supreme Court ruling finding seg-
regation in interstate bus and rail 
travel unconstitutional be enforced. 

The Freedom Riders became an inspi-
ration to thousands of Americans to 
join the cause of tearing down racial 
inequality. It was a critical moment in 
the civil rights movement. About 300 
protesters had joined the crusade, in-
cluding our colleague Senator 
LIEBERMAN. This weekend marks that 
historic day 40 years ago. 

I want to recognize and pay tribute 
to my colleagues and original Freedom 
Rider Representative JOHN LEWIS, as 
well as Senator JOE LIEBERMAN, who 
also took an active role in the South in 
the early 1960s volunteering to register 
African Americans to vote. 

But even after 40 years, our nation 
still confronts racial problems every-
day. In cities all across America, we 
can plainly see evidence of inequality, 
and injustice. 

I am concerned that African Ameri-
cans represent 12 percent of the U.S. 
population (some sources reflect 13 per-
cent) and 13 percent of its drug users. 
Yet African Americans comprise 35 per-
cent of all those arrested for drug pos-
session and 55 percent of those con-
victed of drug possession. Five times as 
many whites use drugs as African 
Americans, but African Americans 
comprise the greatest majority of drug 
offenders sent to prison. Race appears 
to be a clear factor. 

Yet, I also believe, there is still hope. 
I believe that justice can, and will pre-
vail, if we are all diligent in pursuing 
the goals of peace and respect for each 
other that the brave men and women of 
the Freedom Riders set forth for the 
nation to follow back in 1961. 

I am hopeful because we know that 
our system of criminal justice works. 
It may not be perfect, but it always 
strives to do right. 

On September 15, 1963, a violent bomb 
went off in the Sixteenth Street Bap-
tist Church in Birmingham, Alabama, 
blasting the silent tranquility of that 
Sunday morning. That devastation also 
claimed the lives of four young African 
American girls, Addie Mae Collins, 
Denise McNair, Carole Robertson, and 
Cynthia Wesley, who were preparing 
for a church youth service that day. 

Almost 40 years after this brutal hate 
crime was committed, justice finally 
prevailed last week when a Bir-
mingham jury convicted Thomas 
Blanton of plotting the church bomb-
ing. During the closing argument, 
United States Attorney Doug Jones 
said, ‘‘It’s never too late for the truth 
to be told. It’s never too late for 
wounds to heal. It’s never too late for 

a man to be held accountable for his 
crimes.’’ 

That’s right. It is never too late to 
pursue justice in the face of injustice. 
And it is never too late to thank the 
Freedom Riders and all the other civil 
rights activists of the 1960s for their 
courage in standing up for justice. 

f 

DEMOCRACY UNDER SIEGE IN 
BELARUS 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President, I 
wish to update my Senate colleagues 
on developments in Belarus in my ca-
pacity as Chairman of the Commission 
on Security and Cooperation in Europe, 
the Helsinki Commission. The Commis-
sion continues to pay close attention 
to events in Belarus especially as they 
impact democracy, human rights and 
the rule of law. 

May 7 marked the second anniver-
sary of the disappearance of Yuri 
Zakharenka, the former Belarusian 
Minister of Internal Affairs. In 1999, 
General Zakharenka, who had been 
critical of Belarusian leader Alexander 
Lukashenka and had attempted to 
form a union of officers to support de-
mocracy, was put in a car by unidenti-
fied men and taken away. He has not 
been heard from since. His fate is prob-
ably similar to other prominent 
Belarusian opposition figures who have 
disappeared over the last few years, no-
tably Victor Hanchar, Antaloy 
Krasovsky and Dmitry Zavadsky. The 
Belarusian authorities have had no 
success in investigating these dis-
appearances; indeed, there are indica-
tions that the regime of Alexander 
Lukashenka may have been involved. 
Opinion polls in Belarus have shown 
that a clear majority of those who are 
aware of the disappearances believe 
that they are the work of the 
Lukashenka regime. 

These disappearances embody the cli-
mate of disregard for human rights and 
democracy that has persisted since the 
election of Mr. Lukashenka in 1994. 
That disregard has intensified fol-
lowing his unconstitutional power grab 
in November 1996. 

Presidential elections are planned for 
later this year. Unfortunately, recent 
developments in Belarus do not inspire 
confidence that these elections will 
meet OSCE standards for free and 
democratic elections. Despite commit-
ments made to the OSCE, Belarusian 
authorities continue to unlawfully re-
strict freedom of assembly and to beat 
and detain participants in peaceful 
demonstrations, as illustrated by the 
April 21 protest by youth activists. On 
April 27, Valery Shchukin, deputy of 
the disbanded Belarusian parliament, 
received a three month sentence for 
the dubious charge of ‘‘malicious 
hooliganism.’’ And on May 7, police ar-
rested opposition activists who marked 
the anniversary of Yuri Zakharenka’s 
disappearance. The activists held plac-

ards reading: ‘‘Where is Zakharanka?’’; 
‘‘Who’s Next?’’; and ‘‘Where are the 
Disappeared People—Zakharanka, 
Hanchar, Krasousky, Zavadsky?’’ 

Lukashenka continues his harsh as-
sault on OSCE’s efforts to develop de-
mocracy, characterizing domestic elec-
tions observers supported by the OSCE 
Advisory and Monitoring Group (AMG) 
as ‘‘an army of bandits and collabora-
tionists.’’ This is only the last in a se-
ries of incredible accusations against 
the international community, includ-
ing far-fetched allegations that $500 
million had been earmarked in support 
of the opposition candidates. On April 
25, the OSCE Representative on Free-
dom of the Media Friemut Duve can-
celed his visit to Belarus to protest the 
denial of a visa to his senior advisor, a 
U.S. diplomat Diana Moxhay who had 
earlier served at the U.S. Embassy in 
Miensk. The visit was to have exam-
ined the difficult media environment in 
Belarus, especially in light of the 
forthcoming presidential elections. 

I continue to have grave concerns 
that Presidential Directive No. 8, 
which imposes restrictions on assist-
ance from abroad offered to NGOs for 
democracy building and human rights 
including election monitoring, could be 
used to block NGO activities and im-
portant OSCE AMGroup projects in 
Belarus. 

These and numerous other recent oc-
currences call into question the 
Belarusian government’s willingness to 
comply with freely undertaken OSCE 
commitments and raise doubts as to 
whether the Lukashenka regime in-
tends to conduct the upcoming elec-
tions in a manner consistent with 
international standards. 

As Chairman of the Helsinki Com-
mission, I call upon the Belarusian au-
thorities to conduct a real and public 
investigation of the disappearances. 
Furthermore, I urge the Belarusian 
Government to take the steps nec-
essary in order for the presidential 
elections to be recognized as free and 
democratic as outlined by the March 7 
Final Statement of the Parliamentary 
Troika. These are: transparency and 
democracy in the preparation and im-
plementation of the elections, in par-
ticular the process of registration of 
the candidates, the composition of 
electoral commissions and counting of 
votes; equal access for all candidates to 
the mass media; refraining from har-
assment of candidates, their families 
and supporters; and freedom in car-
rying out their work for all those en-
gaged in domestic election observation. 

f 

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT 
OF 2001 

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. President, 
I rise today to speak about hate crimes 
legislation I introduced with Senator 
KENNEDY last month. The Local Law 
Enforcement Act of 2001 would add new 

VerDate Aug 04 2004 10:48 Mar 01, 2005 Jkt 089102 PO 00000 Frm 00043 Fmt 0686 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR01\S10MY1.001 S10MY1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE7874 May 10, 2001 
categories to current hate crimes legis-
lation sending a signal that violence of 
any kind is unacceptable in our society 

I would like to detail a heinous crime 
that occurred September 22, 2000 in Ro-
anoke, VA. Ronald Edward Gay, 53, al-
legedly walked into the Backstreet 
Café and opened fire on patrons, killing 
one person and wounding six others. 
Gay told police that he shot seven peo-
ple in a gay bar because he was angry 
about jokes people made about his last 
name. Gay has been charged with first- 
degree murder in the death of Danny 
Lee Overstreet. Police have said that 
Gay admits shooting people ‘‘to get rid 
of, in his term, ‘faggots,’ saying that 
Gay was upset over the fact that people 
made fun of his last name.’’ 

I believe that government’s first duty 
is to defend its citizens, to defend them 
against the harms that come out of 
hate. The Local Law Enforcement En-
hancement Act of 2001 is now a symbol 
that can become substance. I believe by 
passing this legislation we can change 
hearts and minds as well. 

f 

SUPPORT FOR PUBLIC POWER 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, on 
April 24, 2001, I voted to report S. 206, 
legislation which would repeal the Pub-
lic Utility Holding Company Act, out 
of the Senate Banking Committee. I 
did so with strong reservations. I have 
been one of the strongest supporters of 
public power during my service in Con-
gress. Public power has been extremely 
beneficial for my State. Without the 
initiative and determination of the 
municipal utilities and the rural co-
operatives in the early part of this cen-
tury, South Dakota and the neigh-
boring states would not have received 
electricity as soon as they did. Since 
then, these entities have provided 
South Dakota with reliable electricity 
and energy services. 

In addition, I have had a long record 
of support for public power. This in-
cludes authoring an amendment during 
committee consideration in the House 
of Representatives that helped stop the 
sale of the public power administra-
tions that House Republicans at-
tempted to sell in 1995. Moreover, I 
have worked closely with the rural 
electric coops, municipal owned utili-
ties and rural telephone coops on a 
number of issues. Recently, I was gra-
ciously given an award from the South 
Dakota Rural Electric Cooperatives 
and the Congressional Leadership 
Award from the National Telephone 
Cooperative Association in recognition 
of the work we have done together. 

I have concerns about S. 206 and am 
not committed to voting for it on the 
floor. I believe that more needs to be 
done to ensure that sustainable, com-
petitive markets are in place that will 
keep prices affordable and that will 
discourage undue concentration. I 
pledge to work with all parties on this 

effort so that any legislation that is 
considered will be fair to public power 
and its concerns. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
RUSSIAN JEWISH CONGRESS 

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. President, 
I rise today to congratulate the Rus-
sian Jewish Congress for laying the 
cornerstone of the Archipova street 
Community Center near the Moscow 
Choral synagogue. I think it is also im-
portant to thank the Chief Rabbi of 
Moscow, Rabbi Pinchas Goldschmidt, 
the spiritual guide of the Russian Jew-
ish Congress, for the restoration of the 
Choral Synagogue dome which was de-
stroyed under an anti-Semitic decree 
of the pre-revolutionary Moscow gov-
ernment. 

The Russian Jewish Congress was es-
tablished in January 1996. In the years 
since then it has been a stalwart com-
batant of racism and anti-Semitism in 
Russia establishing 50 branch offices 
throughout the Federation. In 1998 the 
Congress completed the Holocaust Me-
morial Complex on Poklonnaya Gora in 
Moscow, the first Holocaust museum in 
Russia. In addition the Russian Jewish 
Congress arranged for the restitution 
of funds disbursed to Holocaust sur-
vivors in Russia to be tax exempt. 

Finally, I would like to note the 
work of Mr. Yuri Luzhkov, Mayor of 
Moscow, for his initiative to restore 
the Choral Synagogue and the sur-
rounding area, including erecting a 
replica of Jerusalem’s Wailing Wall, 
symbolizing the suffering of the past as 
well as the hope for the future of Rus-
sian Jewry. I congratulate all of you 
for your dedication and hard work on 
behalf of the Jewish Community in 
Russia. 

f 

WAGRO ANNUAL TRIBUTE TO THE 
MARTYRS OF THE WARSAW 
GHETTO 

Mrs. CLINTON. Mr. President, on 
April 22, 2001 I delivered a statement 
before the Warsaw Ghetto Resistance 
Organization’s, WAGRO, Annual Trib-
ute to the Martyrs of the Warsaw Ghet-
to, at Temple Emanuel in New York 
City. I ask unanimous consent that my 
remarks be printed in the RECORD 
along with the statement delivered on 
the same day by Mr. Benjamin Mead, 
President of the Warsaw Ghetto Resist-
ance Organization, WAGRO. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

Mrs. CLINTON. Good afternoon. 
It’s an honor for me to be here as your Sen-

ator, but more than that, as a fellow human 
being who is called upon to remember. I am 
also pleased to be here with the Governor, 
the Mayor, and my friend and partner, Sen-
ator Schumer. 

I would only add to the strong words that 
Senator Schumer has just expressed, for 

most of us, if not all of us. That in addition 
to the Jewish people and the people of Israel, 
protecting themselves, the government and 
the people of the United States must stand 
with the government and people of Israel in 
that endeavor. And we will reassert as 
strongly as possible the need for our govern-
ment to do that in every way necessary. 

What brings us here today as we com-
memorate the six million Jewish martyrs 
and the 58th Anniversary of the Warsaw 
Ghetto Uprising, is not to relive the pain for 
those of us who can’t possibly imagine. But 
to honor and respect the survivors and to 
join together in pledging that the sacrifice 
and the spirit was never extinguished, never 
given in vain. 

I remember being in Warsaw with Ben and 
Vladka and looking at some of the same 
places that he referred to, that he saw with 
horror as a young man, as the Warsaw Ghet-
to was burned. And as we remember Warsaw 
and as we do again today in New York. Those 
young people, primarily young people, who 
struggled, who understood the central mis-
sion of their fight: to live with honor. 

And what a struggle and what fighters and 
what an army they were. The Warsaw Ghetto 
fighters constituted an army of hope. These 
young soldiers, who smuggled arms, created 
bunkers, established a system of intelligence 
and organized their community, they trans-
formed a ghetto, which the Nazis had estab-
lished as a mere way station to the death 
camps, into a battlefield. 

The Warsaw Ghetto fighters turned their 
vulnerability and disadvantage, into an 
espirit de corps that shocked their enemy. 
Let us not forget, it took the Nazi troops 
longer to put down the ghetto revolt than it 
took to conquer all of Poland. 

When I read about or think back or when 
Ben or Vladka or others tell me of the first 
hand experience of what those days were 
like, I imagine the months of organizing and 
smuggling and hiding, that made that upris-
ing possible. I imagine as though it were a 
ray of light penetrating the walls of the 
ghetto. The constant renaissance of spirit 
and courage that took place under the worst 
of all possible conditions. 

And I especially felt that, Vladka, after 
reading your poignant account of the resist-
ance. I commend that to you, as I do the real 
life experiences and remembrances that we 
should be passing on and teaching to our 
children. 

Vladka describes the feeling of standing on 
the brink of an abyss. She conveys the sense 
of despair that pervades the emptied, rav-
aged ghetto. She recalls that, ‘‘All roads in 
the ghetto seemed to lead to Treblinka; 
there was no escape.’’ 

And yet at the moment when all seemed 
lost, something changes. And she tells the 
story of the resistance and describes the hid-
den hope and the gathering storm of courage 
brewing beneath the ruins. She eloquently 
writes, ‘‘A spark had been smoldering . . .
in the ghetto. Now it began to glow, slowly, 
tentatively at first, then ever more fierce-
ly.’’ 

As I watched the women climb the steps to 
light the candles, I thought about that 
flame. I thought about the flame of deter-
mination and yes, even triumph. That flame 
that today stands as the greatest rebuke, not 
only to the Nazis, but anti-Semites and 
evildoers everywhere. That flame did keep 
hope and courage alive and with it, the will 
to live. 

One of my favorite biblical passages comes 
from the book of Deuteronomy. God has 
gathered his people together to explain their 
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